SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 8th October 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, C Osborne, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman and G White
Also present were one member of the Press, N Shaw & P Lingwood (BedsCC) and N Chapman (Amey)
1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs, Jones, Mrs Sutton, Gale & 
       O’Leary.
     Cllr Smith was not present. 

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members                (P40/07)

(a) Prejudicial interests
     There were none
(b) Personal interests

Cllr Aldis (agenda item 10 – Settlement Envelope) as an allotment holder that could be affected if the land is developed.

3.  Presentation by Nick Shaw and Patrick Lingwood from Bedfordshire     County Council and Nick Chapman from Amey.

       (P41/07)

Patrick Lingwood updated the Committee on the County Councils plans for a cycle network in Sandy; this would include three different routes aimed at
a) Competent cyclists,
b) Cyclists who wished to avoid the main roads and
c) Leisure routes. 
This was all part of a plan to promote healthier lifestyles in Sandy, and reduce the use of the car for un-necessary journeys. Patrick added that there were early plans to impose a 20 mph speed restriction along the High Street. 

Nick Shaw then introduced his scheme, which was being piloted in 
Leighton Buzzard, where schoolchildren were being encouraged to walk to school. Each school would have an exclusion zone drawn around it, and any child that walked to school from outside the exclusion zone would earn a star, when they had accumulated twenty stars they would earn a reward. He felt that Sandy was an ideal place to progress the scheme in conjunction with the proposed new cycle network.
It was hoped that both schemes, would, with available funding, be in place in the next financial year.  The 20 mph restriction in the Town Centre would form part of a second phase of work after this.

Both then answered questions from Councillors, before it was then:
Resolved:
a) That the Council fully supports the principle of introducing cycle networks into Sandy.

b) That the Council supports the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit zone along the High Street. 


Resolved to recommend: That the Committee recommend to Full Council a budget of £1000 (from the contingency fund) towards sponsoring of the walk to school iniaitive.
2. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council  












(P42/07)
     (See List Attached)

4.  Minutes                                                                                                   (P43/07)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 3rd September 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 10th September 2007, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.

5. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from 
 Mid Bedfordshire District Council




    (P44/07)

There were none.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions

    (P45/07)
There were none
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy
    (P46/07)
There were no items affecting Sandy.

8.  Trafalgar Oak Trees


                                       (P47/07)
The Clerk had previously circulated a report suggesting areas where the trees could be planted. There were some other sites suggested, and further discussion before it was:
Resolved:

a)  The trees be planted in the open spaces owned by Sandy Town

      Council and an information board placed in Bedford Road 

      Recreation Ground
b) The Clerk consults with the Tree and Landscape Manager at MBDC regarding the placement of the trees, and follows his advice.

c) Cllr Aldis and the Clerk to be given executive powers to alter the plan originally agreed if advised to by MBDC.

d) The Clerk to also ask MBDC to suggest a scheme to protect these trees in the early years of their growth. 

9.  Local Development Framework Consultation 


    (P48/07)

The Clerk had previously circulated a report summarising the consultation document. There then followed a long discussion where concerns were raised regarding the development of Sandy. In particular it was felt that the following options were of importance to the future of Sandy: CS3 – Settlement Hierarchy, CS5 – Location of Development, CS9 – Reducing Carbon Dioxide Emissions, CS10 – Protection and Enhancement of Community, Social, Educational and Health Facilities, CS15 – Affordable Housing, CS17 – Employment Land Provision, CS18 – Location of Employment Sites, DC6 – Flood Risk, DC8 – Important Open Space within Settlement Envelopes and DC9 – Development in Town Centres, and that responses on these options should be sent to Mid Beds District Council.

Resolved: that this matter be discussed at the Full Council meeting on the 22nd October 2007, allowing Councillors the opportunity to review the whole document and come to the meeting fully prepared.

10. Settlement Envelope




                     (P49/07) 

The Clerk had circulated a report listing areas which had been forwarded to    Mid Beds District Council, from members of the public to be considered for inclusion in the settlement envelope. MBDC had also attached their appraisal for each area. This report was discussed, before it was:

     Resolved: that the Clerk be requested to write to MBDC recording
     the Town Council’s agreement with the recommendations in the 
     paper. 

11. Press Release





                     (P50/07)
     
     Resolved: that no press release was considered necessary.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20.09.07

93/07


	07/01561/LB

Mr J Anderson

51 High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AG
	Listed building consent application for change of use of outbuilding to residential and office at 51 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 49 and 53 and 53a High Street, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:   No objections
	PP&OS

8.10.07

9.10.07
	

	20.09.07

94/07


	07/01558/FULL

Mr Anderson

The Old Bakehouse

51 High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AG
	Full application for the change of use of outbuilding to residential and office at The Old Bakehouse, 51 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 49 and 53 and 53a High Street, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:   No objections
	PP&OS

8.10.07

9.10.07
	

	25.9.07

95/07


	07/01607/FULL

Mrs H L Newland

14 The Crescent

SANDY

SG19 1PQ
	Full application for the erection of single storey rear extension at 14 The Crescent, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 13 & 14a The Crescent and 22 High Road, Beeston notified


	RESOLVED:   No objections
	PP&OS

8.10.07

9.10.07
	

	28.9.07

96/07


	07/01617/FULL

Mr & Mrs P Hodson

2 The Knolls

Beeston

SG19 1PL
	Full application for a loft conversion to include 2 no front dormers at 2 The Knolls, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1 and 3 The Knolls, Beeston notified
	RESOLVED:   No objections
	PP&OS

8.10.07

9.10.07
	

	1.10.07

97/07
	07/01626/FULL

Somerfield Stores plc

c/o Rapleys LLP

6th Floor Pall Mall Court

61-67 King Street

Manchester

M2 4PD


	Full application for an extension to the forecourt canopy at Sandy Filling Station, Great North Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:   No objections
	PP&OS

8.10.07

9.10.07
	


9
1

